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What is Elder Home Share 
 
 

 

Elder Home Share is a solution which allows older homeowners to 

continue to live at home with a greater degree of security at night, 

companionship and help with practical tasks such as light housework 

and shopping. For responsible caring people who are seeking 

accommodation, it is an affordable living situation in exchange for 

sleeping in the house 5 to 6 nights a week and providing 8 hours a week 

companionship and support – it’s a win-win! 

 

Our platform connects families seeking ‘home share companions’ with 
people seeking accommodation. Before families can connect with 

potential candidates they provide a reference from a medical 

professional outlining that their loved one would be suitable and benefit 
from this solution., likewise when families have selected a candidate for 

the home share Elder Home Share will carry out a reference check on 

the companion and can arrange for Garda vetting too at the request of 
the family. 
 

Elder Home Share provides the family with a robust home share 

agreement which outlines house rules and expectations. Both the family 

and the home share companion sign off on this when a match is made, 

and the reference check is complete. There is a trial one month live in to 

ensure that is its working for all parties. 
 

For the elderly person living alone and their concerned family, the home 

sharing solution proves a rewarding way to provide a level of support in 

the home. Home share companions provide support to the elderly 

person by spending quality time together, keeping the house tidy, and 

going to the shop. It is not a solution to personal care but can reduce the 

need and expense of traditional care service, extending life at home. 
 

We have been successfully matching elderly homeowners and home 
share companions since January 2016.  
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How It Works 
 

For the Family  
 

 

Register with Elderhomeshare.ie 

 

Receive info on joining our community and complete 

registration process 
 

Receive profiles on potential matches 
 

Meet for a cup of tea with a potential match 
 

Request a home share companions references check 
 

Agree on an sign the Home Share Agreement with you 

chosen Homeshare Companion  

Start the trial live in home share to see if it works for both parties 
 
 

 

For the Companion 
 
 
 

 

Register with Elderhomeshare.ie 
 

 

Wait for notification of potential home share opportunities 
 

Respond to notifications to home share and meet with 

potential matches 
 

It's a match - Provide references for the home share reference check 
 

 

Agree on and sign the Home Share Agreement with you chosen 

home share family 
 

Start the trial live in home share month to see if it works for 

both parties. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 

Homeowner/Family FAQ 
 
 

 

Why should I get a home share companion? 
 

Home share companions provide security in the home, especially at 

night, do light house work, and spend quality time with the homeowner. 
 

How will the home share companion help me in my home? 
 

Every home share arrangement is slightly different and can be 

negotiated. The home share companion is not there to carry out lots of 

work or replace the role of a professional carer. Generally, companions 

would be responsible for light housework, running errands, and 

spending time with the homeowner. 
 

How do I know that the companion will be a good fit? 
 

Elder Home Share works to find you the best possible match by giving 
you a list of different companion profiles to choose from. You select 
which companions you would like to meet with and talk to in person to 
ensure that they will be a good fit. After this, Elder Home Share 
reference checks whichever companion you pick and sends the results 
to you. If you still aren’t completely sure, a Garda vetting can be done as 
well. 
 

Do home share companions pay rent? 
 

Home share companions do not pay rent. They are there to provide 

security and companionship in exchange for a safe and comfortable 

place to live. 
 

Do home share companions have qualifications to care for the 

elderly? 
 

They do not. Home share companions are not professional carers and 
are not required to carry out caring duties. However, if the homeowner is 
sick, they will contact the homeowner’s family or doctor. 
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Is there a test period to make sure that it is a good match? 
 

We suggest a test period of one month so you can both decide if the 

living arrangement is working. 
 

What do I need to provide to find a home share match? 
 

Family's looking for a home share companion need to provide two 

documents. 
 

1. A letter of recommendation from a doctor or community health 
nurse. This ensures that the home owner has the temperament 
and current level of health to benefit from a home share 
companion being in the home.  

2. A Utility bill with proof of address and the homeowner’s name This 

confirms the homeowner’s address 
 

What do I do if my companion is not following the Home Share 

Agreement? 
 

If you have any concerns about the behavior of your companion, and 

are not able to resolve it by talking with them directly, you can call Elder 

Home Share who will provide guidance to solve the issue. 
 

How does the background check process work for the home share 

companions? 
 

All home share companions go through a reference checking process. 

Elder Home Share receives references and follows up on the references 
through phone calls. Additionally, Garda vetting can be done at the 
request of the family of the homeowner. 
 

Do all home share companions have Garda Vetting? 
 

Garda vetting is available at the request of the family of the homeowner. 
 

If a companion is from another country, are they vetted in that 

country? 
 

They are not; Garda vetting only covers their activities in Ireland. But, 

they are still reference checked by Elder Home Share. 
 

What do I do if my companion is not following the Home Share 

Agreement? 
 

If you have any concerns about the behavior of your companion, and 
are not able to resolve it by talking with them directly, you can call Elder 
Home Share who will provide guidance to solve the issue.  
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Home Share Companion FAQ 
 
 

 

What is a home share companion? 
 

A home share companion is a responsible, kind, and mature person 

who is willing to provide companionship and support in exchange for an 

affordable place to live. 
 

What are my responsabilities while living with the homeowner? 
 

This differs from case to case and is determined when we create the 
Home Share Agreement. Light housework, spending time together, and 
small errands are the typical responsibilities in an arrangement. 
 

Why should I become a home share companion? 
 

Home share companions are provided with cozy and affordable 
housing, in exchange for providing companionship and support to the 
elderly person that they live with. 
 

Can I bring friends over to the homeowner's house? 
 

Some homeowners are happy for a home share companions to have 
a guest over for tea or dinner once a week. However, generally 
socialising should be done outside of the home. But having a guest 
once a week can be negotiated with the homeowner. 
 

If I'm in a relationship, can I spend some nights out of the house? 
 

Sleeping out of the house one night every week can be negotiated 

with the homeowner. 
 

Can someone stay over with me in the homeowner's house? 
 

Having people stay over is not part of the Elder Home Share 

arrangement 
 

Can I go on holidays when I am living in the homeowner's house? 
 

Going on holidays is completely acceptable, but you need to give notice 
to the homeowner so that they can plan around your time gone. 
Likewise, a week-end away once a month to visit your family is totally 
fine. 
 

How much notice do I need to give when moving out? 
 

Typically, a one-month notice is advised. 
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How much notice can I expect to be given? 
 

Likewise, a one-month notice is normal, but if the home share 
companion is violating the home share agreement, the contract can be 
terminated sooner 
 

What should I do if the homeowner becomes sick? 
 

It is not your responsibility to care for the homeowner yourself, but letting 

one of the homeowner’s family members or doctors know is advised. 
 

What ID do I need to provide for vetting? 
 

Elder Home Share will need the following, which is in line with Garda 
Vetting policy.  

1. 3 written references on formal company paper from professional 
bodies for example employer, university, place you volunteer.  

2. Copy of your passport or drivers licence  
3. Proof of address - bank statement, letter from employer confirming 

current address is required (Garda vetting) 
 

Is there a test period to see if the living arrangement will work? 
 

Yes, it’s a good idea to test the living arrangement with a one month 

‘live in’ test. 
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What it's not 
 
 

 

Elder Home Share is not a care agency for seniors and elderly people. It 

is not designed to replace the role of a professional payed trained carer. 
 

Elder Home Share brings value through companionship and practical 

support, potentially reducing the need for professional care in the home 

and providing the elderly person with the support to continue to live 

independently at home. 
 

For the person moving into the home share with the elderly person it is 

not a regular rental situation, where you have the freedom to behave as 

you would if renting in standard accommodation. 
 

There are certain restrictions and expectations that go with living in the 

house. However, your personal space, privacy and independence are 

still your own. If you are a kind reliable person who like’s the company of 

elderly people and are good at helping around the house, this may work 

well for you. 
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Our Fees 
 

Homeowner Fees  
 
 
 

The fee for the service is 1200 euro this is paid in two instalments a non-
refundable fee of 550 euro to join the home share platform we do not 
take payments until the reference from a medical professional has been 
provided. A further fee of 650 euro is paid when the match is sourced. If 
the companion moves out in the first year of the home share will source, 
you a new match at no extra cost this is dependent on a home share 
companion being a good fit for the senior needs. Home share 
companions generally contribute of 75 euro the home each month this is 
dependent on the location of the home for more isolated locations 
outside Dublin we advise not seeking out this contribution so as to 
optimise the opportunity to find a home share match. 
 
 

Year two the fee to set up a second match if the companion has moved 

out is 650 euro. 
 

 

Home Share Companion Fees  
 
 
 

Home share companions pay Elder Home Share a monthly fee of 150 

euro for access to the home share service. They generally make a 

monthly contribution of 75 euro to the family this is dependent on the 

location of the home and request from families for this contribution. 
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